
Thomas G. 
Thompson, Jr. 
and his train



Tommy was born on October 3, 

1923 and raised in Seattle. His 

father worked in the San Juan 

Islands. 

At the age of 16, Tommy became 

interested in steam engines when 

he got a job shoveling sawdust at a  

steam powered sawmill on San 

Juan Island.

After high school he worked for the 

Northern Pacific Railway in Seattle.

During World War II he was drafted 

and spent two years in Iran as an 

engineer on a state railroad.



After World War II he studied to become a 
mechanical engineer at the University of 
Washington.

By 1949, Tommy and his brother used the boat 
to travel from Seattle to McConnell Island 
where they were building a house for their 
parents. Tommy continued to use it for the rest 
of his life. 

By the mid-1950s, Tommy had become a 
mechanical engineer and was hired by the Shell 
Oil Refinery in Anacortes to run and maintain 
the refineries steam turbines and pumps. 

He and his family moved to a home on the 
north side of Campbell Lake near Anacortes.  

Over the years he purchased several steam 
engines and restored others. He helped restore 
the Seattle City Light steam locomotive which 
ran for several years between Sedro Woolley 
and Concrete. He also built a 9 inchgauge track 
on which he ran a train on McConnell Island.



Thompson Train history in Anacortes

1961 - 1964 Ship Harbor to Sunset Beach proposal

1965 - 1980 Anacortes city to Ship harbor proposal

1979 - 1982    Anacortes Arts and Crafts Festival runs

1982 - 1985 Foot of J Ave. to foot of Dakota Ave. proposals

1986 - 1988   From Depot north to 5 th Street runs

1989 - 1999    From Depot to 9 th Street, then to Commercial runs

2000 - 2012   Train stored in Georgetown  Steam  Plant in Seattle

2012 - 2020 Train stored in Thompson built train house near Depot in Anacortes



1961

1961 - 1964 Ship Harbor 

to Sunset Beach proposal



The project was begun in 
1965, with the inaugural 
run in the summer of 1979

òIn 1965, inquiries about a used engine at the 
Homestake Mining Company in South Dakota 
led Thompson to òa hasty change in vacation 
plans (that) took me and my family to Lead 
where we inspected #22.ó 

òI immediately started to plan how I would 
transform this ugly duckling into a swan.ó 

Tommy Thompson brought working passenger 
trains ðminiature ones ðback to Anacortes in 
1979. For the rest of his life he operated the 
Anacortes Railway, which he painstakingly built 
himself and ran with the assistance of his wife 
Anne and their children.


